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Views

from the Mountain
SUMMER ON THE MOUNTAIN
Sunday worship times do not change during the summer.
You are always welcome to join us in-person or online every Sunday at 8 & 10.

Conover Parishes United Worship

Under the Tent
9 am Sunday, July 3
Moorland Farm
50 US-202
Far Hills

Join our friends from Sts Mark, Luke and Bernard
on the hill at Moorland Farm.
Holy Eucharist
Bishop Stokes preaching
Professional brass sextet
Joint Choir
Pastries & Coﬀee
The Parishes are grateful to the Far Hills Race
Meeting Association for their hospitality. There will
not be 8 or 10am liturgies on the Mountain that
morning.

Wendy & Graham Argent-Belcher
Farewell Coffee Hour
Sunday, June 19, 11 am

You Pick the Hymn In July
On July 10, 17 & 24 we will gather at the front
and sing one verse of three hymns chosen by
us (by you!) in place of the ﬁrst hymn. There
won’t be a prelude those weeks so please grab
a hymnal out of a pew rack and join us around
the organ. A warning from Dave: Amazing
Grace and Lift High the Cross may only be sung
once during the three weeks!

SUMMER SIMPLE SUPPERS AND
SHORT SERVICES
July 17

Home cooked food by Stephanie Haueis & David Baxter
Greek delicacies with recipes brought back from their travels

August 7

Burgers, Faux-burgers and salads brought by you (maybe from the garden?)
Ice-cream churned by us and makings for strawberry shortcake
www.sjotm.org
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THANK YOU SJOTM CHOIR
Thank you to the SJOTM Choir for a great season. We have managed to sing in church every Sunday all season
long, and I am grateful to be back together. I am thankful for the volunteers for their dedication, time, and energy.
I am thankful to Rachel Clark, Debra Joyal,
Brian Hayes, and Kevin Kelly, our staﬀ
singers, who have shared their wonderful
talents with us, been amazing and creative
leaders in the choir, and oﬀered the
musical help and support that has carried
us throughout. We sang Evensong 4 times
this season, twice with our friends at St.
Luke’s Gladstone, and oﬀered liturgical
music spanning 400 years. If you see a
choir member in church, please thank
them for their gifts. They will be sitting in
the assembly this summer oﬀering musical
support from the pew.
-Christopher Harlow-Jennings,
Director of Music & Organist

The SJOTM Choir before the Rogation Day Blessing

THE BLESSING OF THE GARDEN
May 22, 2022
The people and priests of St Bernard's, St Mark’s and St John’s gathered at Ross Farm on Rogation Sunday, May 22. The
garden was blessed, refreshments was served and beans that were potted by our church school were planted in the
garden.
You are welcome to join others in tending the garden any Saturday, Tuesday or Thursday 9am - noon, weather
permitting. One week a month, our parish is particularly responsible. The schedule for garden work will be available on
our website, sjotm.org.

www.sjotm.org
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS
On Sunday, May 15, members of the Youth Group joined
Father Dave and Nina Dixon to weed two beds at the home
on North Finley being renovated for two families to live in
aﬀordable homes in Bernardsville. We encountered a snake,
some ant nests, and some old discarded tools!
Check It Out
Our Youth Group is highlighted in the
the Diocese of NJ’s
“Good News in the Garden State” Newsletter

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT AT SJOTM

I am pleased to share with you that John Tober has
chosen St John on the Mountain as the lucky recipient
of his talents as well as the talents of his Boy Scout
Troop, Troop 150 from Bernardsviile, to create a new
garden space in the backyard of the church as his Eagle
Scout project.
John's ﬁrst work session is planned for tomorrow,
Saturday, June 11 from 10am - 2Pm at the church.
Fortunately, since John and the boy scouts have a plan,
what they need from all of us is our labor. You do not
need any gardening skills in order to help. Just a will to
help.
Sue Kennedy
More than two dozen parish members and scouts responded to
Sue Kennedy’s invitation on Saturday. Hard working people did
hard work under John Tober’s direction. Additional work days are
tentatively scheduled for July 16, 23 & 30.
Please email John for more information: jtober@student.shsd.org

Best Wishes as you celebrate your birthday in June
Alexandra Wiley, Jack Morris, Caroline Lewis,
Andrew McGovern, William McGovern,
John Tober, Max Wulfekuhler,
Chandler Glickman, Dylan Palma
and Beatrice Putnam
www.sjotm.org

Mission Outreach
Fighting Hunger
Fighting Hunger will be a regular feature of the SJOTM monthly newsletter
Somerset is one of the wealthiest counties in America, yet even here there are 17,000 individuals living below the poverty
line (US Census, 2020), many of whom cannot count on having an adequate supply of food. Personal events such as job
loss, death of a breadwinner, or long-term illness can suddenly plunge a family into becoming food-insecure. Global or
regional disasters like a pandemic or catastrophic ﬂooding, both of which have hit Somerset County in recent times,
further increase the number of our neighbors facing hunger.

THE MISSION OF THE FOOD BANK NETWORK

The mission of The Food Bank Network is to distribute food and provide other basic human needs to those less fortunate
in our community in a manner recognizing and advancing self-worth and human dignity. Working through our warehouse
pantry in Bridgewater and satellite food pantries, our goal is to help feed and provision people in need until they become
self-suﬃcient. We aid any Somerset County residents requesting help who either ﬁnd us directly or are referred by public
and private county agencies. To do this, we have professional staﬀ members, an unpaid board of directors, and countless
volunteers across the county who give their time and donations to help us continue our work.
The Food Bank Network is a non-governmental, non-sectarian, 501(c)(3) not-for-proﬁt public beneﬁt organization.

HOW TO DONATE

Bright orange and bio-degradable green Curbing Hunger bags are being distributed during curbside recycling collections
at the end of May and in early June. Residents can place canned food and non-perishable goods in the biodegradable
Curbing Hunger bags tied to the handle of their recycling bins.
Residents who have not received their Curbing Hunger bags or those who want to donate more than can ﬁt in the bag that
is provided should use any bag and mark “food” on the bag with a permanent marker.
Residents should leave their donations at the curb with their recycling to be picked up on their regularly scheduled
recycling days. Donations will be distributed to the Food Bank Network of Somerset County and other county food
pantries.

WHAT TO DONATE

Perishable food and food in glass containers will not be accepted.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

boxed shelf-stable milk
canned meat or ﬁsh
meals-in-a-can such as pasta, stews and meaty soups
canned tomato sauce
canned fruits
dried pasta
peanut butter and jelly in plastic jars
laundry detergent
household cleaning supplies
dish detergent/soap

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

paper towels
toilet paper, tissues
body wash/soap
shampoo/conditioner
deodorant
toothpaste/toothbrushes
feminine hygiene products
baby food diapers (all sizes)
baby formula

WHERE TO DONATE

To purchase fresh fruits and vegetables online, visit CurbingHunger2022.org. Donations are provided directly to the
Food Bank Network of Somerset County.Checks can be made payable to Curbing Hunger, Inc. and mailed to 140 South
Finley Ave., Basking Ridge, NJ 07920.
If you prefer to leave your orange bags with food donations at the church, there is a box in the Parish House that is
marked "Food Donations" . A member of the Outreach Committee will deliver the food to the Food Bank Network in
Bound Brook for you.
You can donate any time of the year. The Food Bank sees fewer donations in the summer because of people's
vacation schedules but that doesn’t mean the need gets any less in the summer!!
www.sjotm.org
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SPRING FUNDRAISER
May 6, 2022

Scenes from the
St. John on the Mountain and St. John Nursery School
Spring Fundraiser May 6, 2022

Despite the rain,, many parishioners and student
parents turned out for a fun evening

Thomas Diemar auctions oﬀ student decorated
tote bags during the evening

SJNS Co-Director Kathy Tober honors the teaching staﬀ
www.sjotm.org
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CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2022

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Peter Iossa is graduating from Bernards High School
and will be attending Penn State University.
Caroline Lewis is graduating from Bernards High
School and will be attending College of the Holy
Cross.
Sammy Morris is graduating from Bernards High
School and will be attending Northeastern University.
Mia Sbaraglio is graduating from Bernards High
School and will be attending Wagner College.

If you know of a member of our parish that graduated
high school or college with the Class of 2022, please
contact the office at office@sjotm.org so we may
recognize his or her achievement in the Summer
Newsletter.

Prayer For Young Persons
Book of Common Prayer

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an
unsteady and confusing world: Show them that your ways
give more life than the ways of the world, and that following
you is better than chasing after selﬁsh goals. Help them to
take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance
for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you,
and to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

PARISH REGISTER

We welcomed into the
Household of God through Holy Baptism
Brooke Mason Colwell
Thomas Kirkwood Zielinski

June Birthday Wishes to
Jeanie Chapin,
Bob Courtemanche, Bob Dannhauser,
June Enos, Jody Flegal,
Lynn Mitchell, and Rich Sullivan

We Pray God to Grant Eternal Rest
Nicholas Gottscho

www.sjotm.org
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ST. JOHN’S NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS
It has been a very busy, yet fun and festive, month of May at SJNS. We were so lucky to be able to host several class
Mother's Day breakfasts over the course of the ﬁrst week of the month. The children were brimming with pride as
they shared their handcrafted gifts and so excited to host their moms at school. Also, it was very exciting to have the
traditional "Mystery Moms" return to SJNS.
We are happy to report that our ﬁrst ever Garden Study has been a huge success! Although the dreary and cold
weather wasn’t especially cooperative at the start, the recent sunshine has helped our ﬂower and vegetable gardens
to bloom. The 3s and 4s were encouraged to use the guiding question “What grows in gardens?” to tie into our
Mothers Day Celebrations. Each class made a special snack using ingredients from a garden - lemon poppy seed
muﬃns, blueberry muﬃns, chocolate chip muﬃns, orange muﬃns and a fruit salad. Not only did this activity
supplement our project based learning theme, it also taught numerous academic skills. When children learn to follow
picture recipe cards, they develop skills they need to read and write. While cooking, teachers talk a lot about what is
happening and why. The classes became scientists observing what happens to ﬂour when we add water to it and
predicting how high we should ﬁll a muﬃn tin so that the batter doesn’t overﬂow. The beauty of cooking with children
is that they learn skills while having fun at the same time!
Our ﬁnal two weeks of the study investigated “Who helps gardens grow?” and “How do gardens help people and the
environment?” The two’s class recently added an ant “farm” to their room. They have loved watching the ants make
tunnels, bury seeds, and eat. This is a perfect visual of why ants help gardens grow, by aerating the soil and allowing
water and air to reach plants roots. The 3’s and 4’s classes have been able to watch the life cycle of caterpillars and
butterﬂies. This ﬁrst hand observation helps children make personal connections to the natural world. It also connects
to prior knowledge. On our Raritan Headwaters Field trip, the children explored the butterﬂy garden where they
learned that butterﬂies transfer pollen by moving from ﬂower to ﬂower. Finally, the 2’s and 3’s have also had some
exciting (and slimy) experiences with earthworms - ﬁnding them in dirt, comparing lengths, and most importantly,
learning how worms help the soil in gardens.
The 4 & 4+ classes took a “Walking Tour of Bernardsville/Peapack” ﬁeld trip on Wednesday, May 25th. It was an
action packed day for the students who visited the following local businesses which openly and kindly welcomed the
little ones: Power Training Center for a karate class, the Bernardsville Library for a tour and story time; Bernardsville
Cinema for a couple of episodes of “Busytown Mystery”; a train ride to Gladstone; and then they ended the trip with a
Pizza Lunch at Dominick's. One of the trip highlights was meeting with Bernardsville's very own Mayor Mary Jane
Canose at the Millicent Fenwick Statue. Mayor Canose talked with the children about Fenwick’s legacy and her
reputation for kindness, empathy and equality. It was so inspirational to hear from Bernardsville’s ﬁrst elected female
mayor about Millicent Fenwick who was outspoken in favor of the women’s movement. After being introduced to the
Mayor, almost every student let her know that one day they would like to be “the president of Bernardsville”, like her.
SJNS winds down for summer break the ﬁrst week of June. Our traditional Moving Up ceremony will be held for our
4s and 4+ classes on Friday, June 3 inside the church. Summer camp will then run the weeks of June 6 and 13 and is
optional for SJNS students.

www.sjotm.org
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF
ST. JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN
379 Mount Harmony Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924
908-766-2282

PARISH STAFF
The Reverend David L. Jones
Rector-Elect
djones@sjotm.org x11
Assisting Clergy
The Rev. Mary E. Davis
mdavis@sjotm.org
The Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Mulder
tmulder@sjotm.org
Christopher Harlow-Jennings
Director of Music & Organist
cjennings@sjotm.org x14
Lynn Mitchell
Director of Children’s Ministries
lynnmitchell@sjotm.org
Lisa Coakley
Parish Administrator
office@sjotm.org x10
Lisa Keenan
Finance Manager
L.Keenan@sjotm.org x13
Carey Kane, Kathy Tober
Nursery School Co-Directors
director@sjotm.org
908-766-0374

JOIN US SUNDAYS
8:00 am
10:00 am

Holy Eucharist Rite I
Holy Eucharist, Rite II

DAILY OFFICE
5:00 pm

Wednesday Evening Prayer

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
St. John on the Mountain
379 Mt. Harmony Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924-1414
www.sjotm.org
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