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Views

from the Mountain
A Message from ……
The Reverend David L. Jones
Evensong (well, technically “sung evening prayer” because we speak some of it) for Lent began last night.
Even with the snow, more than a dozen of us sat in the front to sing, listen and pray. Christopher was at the
organ and members of the choir sat next to us. The sound felt eﬀortless and huge. It will be that way for
three more weeks if you want to join us on a Wednesday at 7.
Not until afterwards did I remember that this season’s beginning was the anniversary of an ending. The
second Wednesday night in March two years ago was our last face-to-face gathering for quite some time.
In these two years, we have been braver than some. We zoomed on that very next Sunday and regathered
earlier than many on a Palm Sunday outdoors when all the new microphones stopped working. Right before
the sermon. (NO, your priest does NOT think that it was the will of God.) But we’ve always been brave. Here
on the Mountain, we’ve endured plague, ﬁre and now isolation to emerge sometimes as diﬀerent but always
as vital and essential.
On Ash Wednesday, I used the old words of the Prayerbook to invite you to the Observance of a Holy Lent.
Now, I think maybe using new words and gestures, we’re invited to the observance of holy lives. To maybe
take oﬀ our masks, perhaps practice something other than social distancing and be grateful for whatever
future we are invited to join.
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SUNDAY SUPPER &
SHORT SERVICE
Sunday, March 20, 5 pm
You are welcome to join us for another
Sunday Supper and Short Service
March 20 at 5 pm - ends at 6:15!
•
•
•
•

A free catered meal prepared by Stephanie Haueis
Kids are welcome
Lemonade & soda provided; BYOB
Great fellowship
Please RSVP to the church oﬃce

Don’t forget to spring ahead on
Sunday, March 13th!
Be sure to set those clocks
one hour ahead!

ALTAR GUILD NEWS

To the Glory of God and …
Altar Flowers following the Liturgical Calendar
Like the selections of music, vestments and Scripture, ﬂoral choices ﬁt with
the sacred seasons to enhance worship.
At the start of the church year on the Sundays in Advent the vases contain
only greens in anticipation of the celebration of Christmas with festive
arrangements full of holly, roses, lilies and amaryllis as well as a sanctuary
ﬁlled with poinsettias. In the weeks after Epiphany white orchids are placed
on the altars. During the solemnity of Lent arrangements are simple greens
until Palm Sunday when palm fronds and ferns are added. At the stripping
of the altar on Maundy Thursday the vases are removed leaving the altar
bare until Easter. The joy of Easter is reﬂected in glorious full arrangements
of lilies, roses, daﬀodils and tulips. Baskets of spring ﬂowers ﬁll the side
windows. On Pentecost the ﬂowers are red reﬂecting the ﬂames of ﬁre.
Arrangements of all white ﬂowers complement the remembrance service on
All Saint’s Day. In summer months the Ross Giving Garden and home
gardens provide bouquets for the altar vases. The use of living plants and
ﬂowers throughout the year serve as a reminder of God’s gift of beauty in
our natural world.
On the Sundays following Easter through Advent we welcome donations for
altar ﬂowers on occasions of thanksgiving or in memory of loved ones. To
dedicate ﬂowers use the ﬂoral chart calendar in the hall to sign up for a
particular Sunday. Details are on the chart.

Greens are on the altar
during Lent
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MISSION OUTREACH
HOW TO RESPONSIBLY DONATE TO
UKRAINIAN CAUSES
You may be interested in this well-wri4en note from Beth Gazley. The ar;cle is completely available here. She
has a few sugges;ons for choosing where to send your money that include:
• Send money to organiza;ons, not individual strangers
• Verify groups you’re unfamiliar with before dona;ng to them
• Give to chari;es with a track record in Ukraine
• Dispatch cash, not goods.
• Make giIs that reﬂect your values.
Ul;mately, Dr. Gazley supports the Interna;onal Commi4ee of the Red Cross, winner of several Nobel Peace
Prizes and already opera;ng in Ukraine.

Saturdays at the Food Pantry at Somerville
We serve every Saturday in April. That's April 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th. To volunteer for 3 hours on a Saturday
morning, please contact Hilary Thomas at hilarity3121@gmail.com. Youth welcome.

SAVE the DATE
Friday, May 6, 2022
St. John on the Mountain Church & Nurser@ School
Spring Fundraiser

Scenes from the SJOTM - SJNS Spring Fundraiser, May 2021
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MUSIC NEWS

LENTEN DINNER &
EVENING PRAYER
Wednesdays during Lent
March 9, 16, 23, 30
All are invited to come up the mountain for dinner
on Wednesdays during Lent. We will gather in
Parish Hall at 6 pm (or whenever you can make it) .
Dinner will be prepared for you - no reservations or
contributions are necessary.
After dinner, please join us in the church for Sung
Evening Prayer. This liturgy will begin promptly at 7
pm. You may attend in person or participate from
home on Zoom.

RE-WATCH LENTEN
EVENSONG
The choirs of St. John on the Mountain and St. Luke’s
performed musical selections of George Dyson,
Richard Farrant, M.J. Gibson, and Richard Shephard on
March 6th. If you missed this amazing performance,
or would like to watch/listen to it again, you may do so
by clicking on St. Luke’s YouTube channel.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDzFed2nVaA.

March Birthday Wishes
to
Bob Kielley,
Dottie Vernimb, and Marion White

Crosses on the Mountain, a portfolio by Beau Atwater.
Striking black and white photographs taken throughout our buildings will appear on the front
page of the 10am service leaﬂet each Sunday during Lent. Thanks to Beau Atwater for for
allowing the use of his artistry. We also hope to use Beau’s work for a set of greeting cards later
in the spring.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS

ALLELUIA SIGN
After Sunday school students decorated
the Alleluia Banner, the banner was
“buried” for Lent. Please look for it in on
Easter Sunday where it will be hanging
in Parish Hall.

COLLECTING COINS
DURING LENT

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
&
PANCAKE BRUNCH
We had two festive events in February, our Souper Bowl Sunday
and Pancake Brunch. We collected a total of $733, and our
outreach committee has matched that for a total of $1466 to
be donated to the Food Bank Network of Somerset County.
Thank you to our youth group members and parents for making
both events so successful!

During Lent Sunday school students and
all parishioners are invited to collect
coins in mini-M&M tubes for God’s Coop Pantry. All money collected will be
given to the pantry to buy food for the
hungry in our community. Tubes full of
coins can be turned in to Lynn Mitchell
anytime between now and Easter
Sunday.

YOUTH GROUP
March 27, 5 pm
Our next Youth Group meeting will be on
March 27th from 5-6:15pm. An email
with more details will be sent within the
next week.

Best Wishes as you celebrate
your birthday in March
Grace Morais, Trevor McKeon, Faith HarlowJennings, Teagan Braunschweiger, Claire Wiley,
Will Sikes, and Oyinda Emuleomo

EASTER EGG HUNT
April 17, 11 am
We will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt for children
of all ages on Easter Sunday morning, April 17th,
immediately following the 10 am service. Weather
permitting, we will hold the hunt outside.
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CREATIVE CAN ‘SCULPTURES’
March 6, 2022

SJOTM, along with other churches, has been invited by St. Mark’s in Basking
Ridge to participate in a Creative Can Collection Event to raise awareness for
the Food Bank. Our Sunday School students took on the challenge to build
“sculptures” made of canned food.

STUDENT ‘TEACHERS’ at
St. John Nursery School
Students from Bernards High School will be gaining valuable child care experience this spring as aides during the
Nursery School “Lunch Bunch” hour. Many thanks to Kathy Tober, Carey Kane, Lauren Diemar and the Somerset
Hills School district for spearheading this opportunity.
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ST. JOHN NURERY SCHOOL NEWS
By Kathy Tober
The month of February at SJNS was ﬁlled with lots of Valentine's love and exciting visits from both the Bernardsville ﬁre
and police departments.
Additionally, our second study, clothing, concluded on February 25 with various
celebrations. These included Ties and Tutus day and Wacky Wednesday. Not only were these fun days for the students,
they also provided organic and natural learning opportunities. On “Twosday”, a child was overheard saying, “look at your
tutu, it is pink like mine, but doesn’t have ﬂowers and a bow”. These observational, categorizing and comparing skills are
all critical math concepts. Word-sound connections, speciﬁcally alliteration, were evident in these celebrations Teachers
talked about the beginning word sounds that sounded similar. On Wacky Wednesday a student proudly walked into
school with a silly mohawk. The children gathered around and took turns asking if they could touch the gel in his hair
(social emotional). The descriptive terms that were used to describe his hair included, “prickly, hard, pointy and like a
porcupine.” Describing what they felt incorporated science concepts, and learning new words establishes early reading
skills.
The week of February 14th, our guiding question was "What special clothes do people wear for work"? Our visit from
Oﬃcer Richards and Fire Chief Ferrante provided the perfect hands-on experience to enrich our learning. Our discussion
and shared learning prior to their visit had the children thinking about why police oﬃcers and ﬁreﬁghters require certain
uniforms. They were able to ask their questions the following day, “Why do you wear a helmet?" What are the words on
your vest? Do you like donuts? (haha)?” After the visit, the classes wrote thank you notes to Tim and Chuck that were
delivered later in the week. Children practiced name writing and memory recall while writing their notes.
Our clothing drive concluded on February 28. We thank all SJOTM and SJNS community members for their donations.
We successfully sent 67 bags weighing 666 lbs. of clothing to people in need with the added beneﬁt of raising $100 for
SJNS. The 4’s, 3’s and 2’s all took turns categorizing and organizing the donations which aligned with our ongoing
clothing study. The children also helped load the truck during pick-up and teachers talked about the need to give to
others in need and how it makes our hearts happy to help others.
Teachers will be conducting parent-teacher conferences on March 21 and are looking forward to this opportunity which
strengthens the home-school partnership.
Open registration for the 2022-2023 school year is ongoing and will run until all classes are full. We are always so
appreciative of any and all referrals.
Coming up in March is the start of our buildings, roads and signs study!

666 pounds collected for the clothing drive!
www.sjotm.org
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF
ST. JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN
379 Mount Harmony Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924
908-766-2282

PARISH STAFF
The Reverend David L. Jones
Priest-in-Charge
djones@sjotm.org x11
Assisting Clergy
The Rev. Mary E. Davis
mdavis@sjotm.org
The Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Mulder
tmulder@sjotm.org
Christopher Harlow-Jennings
Director of Music & Organist
cjennings@sjotm.org x14

Lenten Liturgies & Gatherings
Sundays in Lent
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Chapel
8:45 am Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
Child Care, Lower Level
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir, Church
Parable Project, Pre-K -5th, Parish Hall
Tech Crew, 6th-8th, Flower Room
11:00 am Coﬀee Hour, Parish Hall
11:15 am Child Care Pickup
Sunday, March 20
5:00 pm Sunday Supper & Short Service

Lynn Mitchell
Director of Children’s Ministries
lynnmitchell@sjotm.org

Wednesdays in Lent
6:00 pm Dinner prepared by our accomplished chefs
7:00 pm Sung Evening Prayer

Lisa Coakley
Parish Administrator
office@sjotm.org x10

The Triduum
Times & Locations to be announced

Lisa Keenan
Finance Manager
L.Keenan@sjotm.org x13
Carey Kane
Kathy Tober
Nursery School Co-Directors
director@sjotm.org
908-766-0374

Easter Sunday. April 17
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I (Spoken), Chapel
10am Festal Holy Eucharist, with Choir, Church
following: Easter Egg Hunt on the Lawn, Prosecco in Parish Hall

St. John on the Mountain
379 Mt. Harmony Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924-1414
www.sjotm.org
8

"8

