
page 1

the invitatory & psalter
Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
Assembly O Lord, make haste to help us.

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Said together in unison

o gracious light  Phos hilaron

O gracious light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,  

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The officiant and assembly recite the psalm responsively by half-verse

psalm 119  
            Daleth   Adhæsit pavimento 

 25     My soul cleaves to the dust; * 
   give me life according to your word. 

 26    I have confessed my ways, and you answered me; * 
   instruct me in your statutes. 

 27    Make me understand the way of your commandments, * 
   that I may meditate on your marvelous works. 

 28    My soul melts away for sorrow; * 
   strengthen me according to your word. 

 29    Take from me the way of lying; * 
   let me find grace through your law. 
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 30    I have chosen the way of faithfulness; * 
   I have set your judgments before me. 

 31    I hold fast to your decrees; * 
   O Lord, let me not be put to shame. 

 32    I will run the way of your commandments, * 
   for you have set my heart at liberty.

 He   Legem pone

 33    Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 
   and I shall keep it to the end. 

 34    Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
   I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 35    Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
   for that is my desire. 

 36    Incline my heart to your decrees * 
   and not to unjust gain. 

 37    Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
   give me life in your ways. 

 38    Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
   which you make to those who fear you. 

 39    Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
   because your judgments are good. 

 40    Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
   in your righteousness preserve my life.   

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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the first lesson  Genesis 4:9-18-29   

A reading from the Book of Genesis:

The sons of Noah who went out of the ark 
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was 

the father of Canaan. These three were the 
sons of Noah; and from these the whole earth 
was peopled. Noah, a man of the soil, was 
the first to plant a vineyard. He drank some 
of the wine and became drunk, and he lay 
uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and 
told his two brothers outside. Then Shem and 
Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their 
shoulders, and walked backward and covered 
the nakedness of their father; their faces were 
turned away, and they did not see their father’s 

nakedness. When Noah awoke from his wine 
and knew what his youngest son had done to 
him, he said, “Cursed be Canaan; lowest of 
slaves shall he be to his brothers.” He also said, 
“Blessed by the Lord my God be Shem; and let 
Canaan be his slave. May God make space for 
Japheth, and let him live in the tents of Shem; 
and let Canaan be his slave.” After the flood 
Noah lived three hundred fifty years. All the 
days of Noah were nine hundred fifty years; 
and he died.

Here ends the lesson.

Said together in unison

magnificat The Song of Mary 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

   for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
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He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

the second lesson  John 3:22-36

A reading from the Gospel of John:

After this Jesus and his disciples went into 
the Judean countryside, and he spent some 

time there with them and baptized. John also 
was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because 
water was abundant there; and people kept 
coming and were being baptized -- John, of 
course, had not yet been thrown into prison. 
Now a discussion about purification arose 
between John’s disciples and a Jew. They came 
to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who 
was with you across the Jordan, to whom you 
testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going 
to him.” John answered, “No one can receive 
anything except what has been given from 
heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses that 
I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been 
sent ahead of him.’ He who has the bride is 
the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, 
who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at 

the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy 
has been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” The one who comes from above is 
above all; the one who is of the earth belongs 
to the earth and speaks about earthly things. 
The one who comes from heaven is above all. 
He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet 
no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has 
accepted his testimony has certified this, that 
God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the 
words of God, for he gives the Spirit without 
measure. The Father loves the Son and has 
placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes 
in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys 
the Son will not see life, but must endure God’s 
wrath.

Here ends the lesson.
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Said together in unison 

nunc dimittis The Song of Simeon 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Said together in unison

the apostles’ creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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the prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
Assembly And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Officiant That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
Assembly We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned  
  before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  
  the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, and all your saints, entrusting one another  
  and all our life to Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord.
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collect of the day

Almighty God, whose only-begotten Son led captivity captive and gave gifts to your people: 
Multiply among us faithful pastors, who, like your holy bishop Wulfstan, will give courage 

to those who are oppressed and held in bondage; and bring us all, we pray, into the true freedom 
of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

collect for peace

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to 
us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed 

on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in 
peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

collect for mission

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. 
Amen.

additional prayers & petitions    

 The assembly is invited to make additional prayer requests.           

a prayer of st. chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

the dismissal
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the grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen.       

departing hymn 29        


