ST. JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN

February 2022

Views

from the Mountain
A Message from …
The Reverend David L. Jones

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels unaware.
Hebrews 13:2
“If I thought he was an angel, I’d have bought him the entire ﬂipping meal,” was my response to a seminary
friend after having begrudgingly bought a burger, fries and a diet coke for the smelly twenty-something
standing outside the Cedar Knolls McDonald.
And that’s the problem. We usually don’t know who they are or where they’re from or if their grandmother
went to Miss Porters. What we do know is that whenever we accept the opportunity to be hospitable, the
results might be cosmic.
So thank you. Because of your generosity, your church has been able to entertain a whole lot of angels. In
your name (and with your wallet) we have formed relationships, provided what is necessary and even,
occasionally been able buy the whole Happy Meal when someone only dares to ask for a burger. Here’s a note
that one of our colleagues in the Entertaining-Angels-Business, (I just made that up) sent out to her mailing
list.
“We are so grateful for our partnership with St. John on the Mountain
in Bernardsville. Our partnerships are a critical component of who we
are here at CASA because it allows us to continue advocated for
abused and neglected children.
And we are thrilled to report that St. John on the Mountain has
provided us with ShopRite, Target, Walmart, and a handful of gas gift
cards for our "Gift Card Bank" for families that need just a little bit of
help, particularly with kin foster youth placements. They have also
kept us supplied with diapers and baby wipes. These are
tremendously helpful for many of our resource families, particularly
those who are relatives who did not plan to be caring for children at
this stage of their lives.
Together, we do better. Together, we are stronger. And together, we
can do more for children who need us. Thank you to St. John on the
Mountain, and all of our community partners.”
Grace and John Tober with just a few of the
diapers that SJOTM donated to CASA SHaW

www.sjotm.org
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WORSHIP NEWS

Streaming Liturgies are Available

Occasionally they resemble the sound of a bootleg Grateful Dead
concert tape. Often the music is glorious. Videos of choir and sermon
are increasingly available on our website, facebook page and Youtube
channel.

The Ash Wednesday
Rites and Eucharist
March 2. 2022

Worshipping more like Episcopalians

The Rev. Cn. Dr. Rob Droste, preaching
If COVID trends continue as they have for the past several weeks,
Canon
for
Congregational
Development and Mission
beginning on February 20, we will have
• Choirs and clergy processing up the aisles (all the aisles on Lent I)
✦ 9 am St Mark’s Basking Ridge
• Physical greeting of each other during the Peace
✦ 12 pm St. Bernard’s, Bernardsville
• Reception of communion by kneeling at the rail and in two kinds
✦ 7 pm St. John on the Mountain
• Ushers moving through the assembly to collect an oﬀering
(the 7 pm will include organ & choir)
Some realities will remain as they have been:
• It remains an expectation that all (older than 5) who enter the
buildings are completely vaccinated.
• Masks will cover nose and mouth except if you are leading the liturgy and are 15 feet from the nearest person
We have done this to you before and you have responded patiently when everything has reverted to the past. You don’t need
to be reminded that all can change in the twinkling of an eye.

We’ve been sacriﬁcing for two years…

…so this Lent we will fast from despair. You are invited to dinner on Wednesdays beginning on March 9 whenever you can
make it after 6 and concluding with Sung Evening Prayer (promptly) at 7pm. You should bring nothing other than your own
playful spirit and perhaps something to drink. Dinner is funded by the budget and prepared by particularly skilled members
of our parish. Neither a reservation nor a contribution is accepted. Your friends will also be fervently welcome.

ALTAR GUILD NEWS
We knew exactly whom to call when the green silk chasuble was in need of
repair -- Barbara Nichols, National Altar Guild Association Province II
representative and member of the Ecclesiastical Vestment and Embroidery
Guild of the Diocese of New Jersey.
This chasuble purchased from J Wippell & Co.Ltd. in the early 1960s was
well worn. The fabric of the appliquéd symbol was fraying and the gold
threads around central motif and orphrey were loose. Barbara not only
restored the symbol but went on to replace the worn cord at the neckline.
There will be many more years this chasuble will be available for services
thanks to Barbara's skills.
The Ecclesiastical Vestment and Embroidery Guild continues to meet
regularly at St. Paul's Westﬁeld to do this ﬁne handwork. Founded in
1950s, members were trained by women who attended a special course in
NYC in this ancient art and passed it on. The Guild takes on projects to
repair vestments and to make special orders. They also welcome
newcomers who are interested in learning ecclesiastical embroidery and/or
the making of vestments.
Contact Barbara Nichols for more information at tbmee@aol.com

Barbara shown here explaining her restoration
to Jody Flegal, Director of
the SJOTM Altar Guild
www.sjotm.org
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MUSIC NEWS
Lenten Choral Evensong – Sunday, March 6, 5:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s in Gladstone

The SJOTM Choir will join with the choir of St. Luke’s Church, Gladstone to sing Choral Evensong at St. Luke’s. Music of
George Dyson, Richard Farrant, M.J. Gibson, and Richard Shephard will be oﬀered. Please join us for this special liturgy at
the end of the day which is a beloved part of our Anglican heritage. Choral Evensong is sung at the cathedrals and parish
churches throughout the world and comes from Archbishop Thomas Cramner’s great “compromise” in the 1549 Book of
Common Prayer that combines Evening Prayer and Compline. Music, mostly sung by the choir, along with prayers and
words from scripture, allow us to worship the beauty of holiness, and give thanks to God for the holiness of beauty.

Sung Evening Prayer Wednesdays in Lent

This Lenten season, we will expand our Wednesday Evening Prayer to include some more music and singing. On March 9,
16, 23, and 30, we will have Sung Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. with members of our choir helping to lead us. Dinner will
precede the liturgy at 6:00 and everyone is welcome to arrive and eat when it is convenience for them between 6 and 7.

The Great Litany in Procession

On the First Sunday of Lent, March 5, we will chant the Great Litany in Procession around the church. The Great Litany
was the ﬁrst rite to be translated into English. Prepared and published in 1544 by Archbishop Thomas Cramner, he would
would later go on to translate the entire Roman Missal into what we now know as the Book of Common Prayer. The
Litany's use in church processions was ordered by Henry VIII when England was at war with Scotland and France. It was
printed as an appendix to the Eucharist in the 1549 BCP. Litanies have been an important part of the prayer life of
Christian Churches in the East and the West for centuries. The Greek word for Litany is Ektenia, which literally means
“diligence.” It is so called “Great” not only because of its length but because of its importance coming near the beginning
of major services or major Liturgical season. We invite you, "therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a
holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on
God's holy Word. And, to make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now, kneel
before the Lord, our maker and redeemer.” (quoted text from BCP p. 265)

OUTREACH
Diapers & Wipes - Can you imagine life with babies but without diapers? Currently all sizes are desperately needed
throughout Somerset County. You may either make a one-time purchase or join the “diaper club”, a group of people who
order through Amazon and have diapers delivered each month to the Mountain. Diapers and wipes can be delivered to
SJOTM 379 Mt Harmony Rd, Bernardsville, NJ
Food – A growing number of our friends and neighbors here in Bernardsville receive food from God’s Co-op Pantry on
Mine Brook Road. We contribute food necessities. The three primary groups assisted are Veterans, Ridge Oak seniors and
the growing Hispanic population in Bernardsville. A collection box can be found in the narthex.
Used Clothing – Working with St John Nursery School, we are collecting non-winter clothing to be used where most
necessary in Africa. The organizing group makes a small donation to the Nursery School in response. You are invited to
contribute non-winter clothing, footwear, and linens. The bins on the back porch of the Parish House are a collection
point.
Socks – We have collaborated with Grace’s Kitchen for decades. A ministry of Grace Church in Plainﬁeld, the hot meals
cooked and served there were often the only food available to our friends. We have assisted ﬁnancially in the provision of
more portable food in the past two years. Currently we are collecting new socks in adult sizes. There is a box in the
hallway to Parish Hall for your gifts of new socks.
Gift Cards – Gasoline, groceries and other immediate necessities are made available to our neighbors through CASA
SHaW. Please purchase gift cards in denominations of $25 and $50. The professional staﬀ at CASA SHaW will make sure
they are given to those who need them. Please give the gift cards to Lisa Coakley. They should not be placed in the Used
Clothing bins.
www.sjotm.org
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2022 Annual Meeting
Election Results
New Vestry Members Biographies
Hilary Thomas Dorer
Hilary Thomas Dorer joined St John on the Mountain in 1998, drawn to the Church by its music and by John Baldwin. She
has sung soprano in the choir since the day she joined. She soon fell in love with fellow-chorister, Ward Dorer, and they
were married in September 2000. Hilary loves the community of St John on the Mountain. It sustains her spirit and brings
her joy. She believes in reaching out and helping others as a core value of her faith. She is also cognizant of the need for
careful stewardship of our resources so that they may best support and nurture our parish, now and in future. Hilary is
known to parishioners as the Chair of the Outreach Commission, a position she held for many years. She last served on
the Vestry from 2003 to 2006. Hilary has a deep understanding of the workings of the Episcopal Church, having been
employed as Parish Administrator, ﬁrst at St Bernard’s for two years and then at St James in Upper Montclair. Hilary was
born in England and raised in the Anglican Church. Her family is Welsh. She was graduated from the University College of
Wales with a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies. After graduating she taught at the University of Victoria, British
Columbia, and then traveled solo for two years in Latin America, learning Spanish and developing a life-long love of the
people and their cultures. She and Ward live on a lovely, peaceful lake in Denville and plan to never leave.
Sue Ely
Sue Ely sang in St, John on the Mountain's choir for roughly 50 years. She has served whenever possible on many other
church activities, and she is a regular member of the Sunday congregations. She is a retired high school teacher and likes
to lend a hand for many church activities.
Rich McGlynn
Rich and Vicky McGlynn have been members of St. John on the Mountain since 1998. They joined the Parish when John
Baldwin was Organist and Choirmaster and have sung in the choir for many years but are taking a sabbatical at this time.
Rich served on the Vestry during the early phase of the Capital Campaign. He continues to serve on the board of the
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey as an emeritus trustee. He served on the Vestries of Trinity Cathedral in Newark, Holy
Communion Church in South Orange, Christ Church in Short Hills and Grace Church, Jersey City. He also served as
Parliamentarian of the Diocese of Newark and as Church Advocate in two prosecutions of priests before Episcopal Church
Ecclesiastical Courts. He has served as a delegate to the diocesan convention for a number of years. A graduate of
Princeton University and Rutgers-Newark Law School, Rich practiced law for many years, served as a Deputy Attorney
General of New Jersey, a Judge of the County and Superior Courts in Essex County, a Commissioner of the Board of Public
Utilities, and was a candidate for Governor in the Republican Party primary election of 1981. He ﬁnished his legal career
as Vice President and General Counsel of United Water Resources in 2000 and has been retired since then.
Lori Freeland Morris
Lori was born in Indiana and moved with her family to Basking Ridge in 1976. She and her husband, Steve, were married
in 1991 on Long Beach Island and settled in Far Hills in 1994. In 2004 they adopted Sammy and in 2011 they adopted
Jack, both from China. Lori and the children joined St. John on the Mountain in 2013 and the kids were baptized in 2014.
Both children have been active in Sunday School and served as acolytes. Lori spent her career in the accounting ﬁeld and
retired in 2004 to raise her family. She spends her time helping her husband with his business, Morris Engineering, and
volunteering. She has been very involved with her children’s schools: acting as class mom, serving on the Home School
Association and Somerset Hills Education Foundation boards and on numerous committees. A life-long athlete, Lori has
helped coach many of her kid’s sports teams over the years including swimming, baseball, basketball, mountain biking
and lacrosse. Lori continues to enjoy staying active by playing tennis, golf, cycling, swimming, skiing, and walking with
her dog. At St. John on the Mountain Lori enjoys serving on the Altar Guild.

THANK YOU to
the Retired 2021 Vestry Class

THANK YOU to the 2022
Annual Convention Delegates

Kathy Christie, Peter Clarke,
Bea Daggett, Ward Dorer

Lynn Mitchell, Kathy Tober, Pete Vollmar

www.sjotm.org
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS

”SHROVE TUESDAY”
PANCAKE BRUNCH
Sunday, February 27, 2022

”SOUPER BOWL” SUNDAY
Sunday, February 13, 2022

On Sunday, Feb. 27th directly after church in Parish Hall,
everyone is invited to enjoy pancakes and sausages
prepared by our youth as we head into the season of Lent.
A donation of $5 for adults and $3 for children is suggested
(kids 3 and under are free). All proceeds from this event will
be added to the proceeds from the Souper Bowl, and they
will be donated to the Food Bank Network of Somerset
County.

Join us for some delicious soup sampling on Feb. 13th
in Parish Hall. Youth members and their families are
preparing six diﬀerent soups. To-go containers will be
available. All money collected will be donated to the
Food Bank Network of Somerset County.

ALLELUIA BANNER
Children are invited to decorate the Alleluia Banner during
the annual pancake meal. This banner will be “buried” in the
church, and it will be hung in Parish Hall on Easter Sunday.

Best Wishes as you celebrate
your birthday in February
Darcy May Anderson, Graham Kissel,
Trevor Lukacsko, & Brady Morais

VESTRY UPDATE
The SJOTM Vestry Meetings are the third
Tuesday of the month at 7pm
February 15
March 15
April 19
May 17
June 21

July 19
September 20
October 18
November 15
December 20

PARISH REGISTER
We Pray God to Grant Eternal Rest

WARDENS
Sue Kennedy &
Pete Vollmar
Vestry
Class of 2022
Stephanie Haueis, Michael Mitchell
Heather McBride Leef, Lori Morris
Doug Rutz, Peter Tober
Class of 2023
Joy Baird, Mary Courtemanche,
Bill Young
Class of 2024
Hilary Thomas Dorer, Sue Ely,
Rich McGlynn

Stuart Brunet
Catherine Ray
Pat Warlick
Ruth Witte
www.sjotm.org
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FELLOWSHIP NEWS

SUNDAY SUPPER &
SHORT SERVICE
February 20, 5 pm
•
•
•
•
•

Free catered meal ( No work. No charge)
All are invited…bring the kids!
Reservations will help avoid wasting food
Parish Hall
Lemonade and Soda provided

February Birthday Wishes to
Mary Courtemanche,
Alexandra Davidson, Dulcy Green,
Shea Lukacsko & Thomas Paluck

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Fr. Dave, the Wardens and Vestry are grateful for
the faithfulness and generosity of the following people whose gifts
support the mission of our parish.
Anonymous
Dan Anderson
Beau & Gretchen Atwater
Doris Aufschlager
Sharene Azimi
Joy Baird
Grove & Betsey Blair
Mike & Jen Bohr
Nancy Carson
Charlie & Jeanie Chapin
Kathy Christie
Sally Chubb
Peter Clarke
Tabby Cochran
Bob & Mary Courtemanche
Peter Courtemanche
Christian & Gerry-Jo Cranmer
Michael & Allison d’Amboise
Alessandro & Sarah DeGregori
Chris & Bea Daggett
Dick & Nina Dixon
Ward Dorer & Hilary Thomas
Dan & Deborah Ely
Alan & June Enos
Kit & Kathy Falcon

Jody Flegal
Andrew & Jocelyn Gilmartin
Margaret Griggs
David & Cookie Goulding
Brian & Christopher Harlow-Jennings
Al Haueis
Stephanie Haueis
Gates & Mary Ellen Hawn
Brian & Kyle Hays
Wood Huntley & Beirne Donaldson
Pat & Shellie Iossa
Frank & Mary Johnson
Dave Jones
Debra & David Joyal
John & Abby Kean, Jr.
Anne Kearns
Joe & Jocelyn Keefe
Kevin Kelly & Steven Reynolds
Ron & Sue Kennedy
Lois Lark
Jon & Heather Leef
Merritt & Margot Lewis
Patti Lippman
Rich & Vicky McGlynn
Jeﬀ & Robin McKeon

Bill & Jane McKnight
Peter & Jane Mercer
Michael & Lynn Mitchell
Pat Moody
Rachel Mullen
Eric & Beth Murphy
Barbara Mushalko
Marty & Margo Packouz
Katie Porter
Cynthia Potter
David & Joan Powell
Frank Pratt
Sandy & Jane Putnam
Joe & Michelle Ray
Doug & Christina Rutz
Lindley & Christine Scarlett
Barbara Scillia
Dorothy Smullen
Lynda Stadtmueller
Peter & Kathy Tober
Pete & Patty Vollmar
Gail Wragg
Bill & Marie Young
Paul & Valerie Zanardi
www.sjotm.org
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ST. JOHN’S
NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS
by Kathy Tober
January has been a busy month at SJNS. Our clothing study is in full swing and will continue through February. Children are
investigating how people make clothes, how cloth is made, where we get our clothes and what clothes people wear for
special occasions and jobs. In conjunction with this unit of study, we are collecting clothing and shoes (no winter items
please!), along with accessories, and linens that are all in good condition. These items will be donated to third world countries
in need while raising funds for SJNS. Please feel free to join us in our collection that beneﬁts those in need.
It is important to note that SJNS priority registration for current, alumni and SJOTM families will begin on Feb 2 and run
through Feb 9. Open registration will then begin Feb 15 and run until all classes are full. As always we are appreciative of any
and all referrals as we love welcoming new families into our SJNS community.
Consistent with local health department recommendations, and in accordance with Diocesan guidance, SJNS had to pivot to
remote learning from January 13 - 21 due to several cases of Covid-19 in our school community. Acknowledging that the
curriculum that we use promotes rich hands-on learning experiences, this presents a bit of a challenge when we are not in the
classroom. However, focusing on the positive, we were thrilled that parents were ﬁnally able to have a peek into our
interactive learning. The teachers were able to encourage children to think critically and develop process skills, even though
we were online, by continuing our questions of the day, show and tell, and morning meeting activities.
We are were all so excited to have the children back for in-person learning on January 24 and it really warmed our hearts to
see how excited the children were to be back! When the children arrive at school each morning, they start the day with table
toys that the teacher selects as they wait for friends. These include manipulatives, puzzles, and matching games. These
materials oﬀer children a quiet activity that they can do alone, with a friend, with a teacher, or with a small group.
Children learn to cooperate with one another while they play a game or ask for a puzzle piece. They develop conﬁdence when
they complete a task successfully! As children build with pattern blocks, legos and magnetic blocks, they experiment with
construction and invention and use creative problem solving skills. Language is developed as children use words to describe
how they are putting together a puzzle or sorting a collection of objects. While using beads, pegboards, dominoes and
puzzles, they develop reading skills such as left to right progression, visual discrimination and matching diﬀerent objects.
We look at every moment in school as a learning opportunity, whether waiting for friends to arrive in the morning, lining up to
wash hands, or walking out to the playground. Teachers are providing learning opportunities in language, math, social and
the arts!

www.sjotm.org
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Lenten Liturgies & Gatherings
Ash Wednesday March 2
The Ash Wednesday Rites and Eucharist
The Rev. Cn. Dr. Rob Droste, preaching
9am, noon & 7pm- see inside for description and various locations
Sundays in Lent
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Chapel
8:45 am Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
Child Care, Lower Level
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir, Church
Parable Project, Pre-K -5th, Parish Hall
Tech Crew, 6th-8th, Flower Room
11:00 am Coﬀee Hour, Parish Hall
11:15 am Child Care Pickup
Lenten Evensong
Sunday, March 6 at 5:00 pm
The Choirs of St Luke’s and SJOTM
Wednesdays in Lent
6:00 pm Dinner prepared by our accomplished chefs
7:00 pm Sung Evening Prayer
The Triduum
Times & Locations to be announced
Easter Sunday. April 17
8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I (Spoken), Chapel
10am Festal Holy Eucharist, with Choir, Church
following: Easter Egg Hunt on the Lawn, Prosecco in Parish Hall

St. John on the Mountain
379 Mt. Harmony Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924-1414
www.sjotm.org
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